
Advent / Christmas / Epiphany 

Advent (from the Latin word adventus, meaning "coming") is a season of expectant waiting and preparation for the 

celebration of the Nativity of Jesus.  It is the beginning of the Western Christian year and commences on December 1. 

Latin adventus is the translation of the Greek word “parousia” commonly used in reference to the Second Coming. 

Christians believe that the season of Advent serves a dual reminder of the original waiting that was done by the 

Hebrews for the birth of their Messiah, as well as the waiting that Christians today endure as they await the Second 

Coming of Christ. 

The theme of readings and teachings during Advent is often to prepare for the Second Coming while commemorating 

the First Coming of Christ at Christmas. With the view of directing the thoughts of Christians to the First Coming of 

Jesus Christ as Savior, and to his Second Coming as Judge, special lessons are prescribed for each of the four Sundays 

in Advent. We will hear the voice of the one crying in the wilderness—John the Baptist. And we will receive the 

joyous exclamations of the young Palestinian woman calling all of us to radical faith and surrender. And we witness 

the coming of the Magi to bring their gifts to the Christ Child.  

Many churches including EPC make use of Advent wreaths during this season, with one candle representing each of 

the four Sundays preceding Christmas. From the 4th Century, the season was kept as a period of fasting as strict as 

that of Lent.  This “penitential” quality of the Season of Advent has almost been forgotten. But properly reclaimed, it 

is an antidote to the rampant consumerism that goes with a holiday season. I am hopeful that this year we can be a 

people who watch and wait. For these are not passive activities.  Watching and waiting are spiritual disciplines that 

require active engagement and hopeful anticipation. And so my dear friends, may we observe the  Season of Advent, 

not simply as a premature and prolonged Holiday, but rather as a season of waiting and watching and spiritual 

renewal.  

~ Pastor Stuart  

Advent 1:  December 01 - Watching and Waiting - Psalm 130, Mark 13  

Advent 2:  December 08  - Let It Be! The Annunciation of Mary - Luke 1:26-38 

Advent 3:  December 15 - Spiritual Kinship: The Reunion of Mary and Elizabeth - Luke 1:39-45 

Advent 4:  December 22 - Subversive Joy: Mary’s “Magnificat” - Luke 1:46-56 

    Candlelight Communion- Lessons and Carols: December 22, 5:00 p.m.  

Christmas 1:  December 29:  The Word Made Flesh  - John 1 

Epiphany:  January 05 -  The Gifts of the Wise Men - Matthew 2:1-12 
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Stuart’s Experience on the Civil Rights Pilgrimage to Alabama 
  

I would like to share with you a little bit about my participation in a pilgrimage to Alabama to visit shrines of the 

civil rights movement. This delegation comprised of 19 Presbyterians from 10 different congregations went first to 

Birmingham. The first morning there, our group walked over to Kelly Ingraham Park, the scene of that moment that 

changed American history when Sheriff Bull Conner ordered his troops to attack with tear gas, Billy clubs and fire 

hoses a group non-violent marchers led by Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.  After two days of marching, every 

available and willing adult in the black community had already been arrested and jailed.  King could sense that the 

movement around him was wavering. Then black teenagers began to volunteer. “Do we let them march?” – that was 

the question before them.  It had to have been as well the question was being discussed around dinner tables of black 

families, pondering if they would allow their youth to march and face such awful brutality from Bull Conner. We 

know what the ultimate decision would be.  Six hundred teenagers and even children marched and again, Bull 

Connor unleashed his dogs and his hoses.  The next day newspapers around the world ran headlines about 

Birmingham and photos of black youth being attacked by dogs or literally blown across the street by water.  The 

demonstrations in Birmingham and the media coverage of them turned the tide of the civil rights movement and 

created the momentum for the first comprehensive civil rights legislation.  

 

We then crossed the street from Kelly Ingraham Park to the 16th Street Baptist Church which was a leading black 

congregation in the civil rights movement in Birmingham. When their pastor and board of deacons made this 

decision in 1963 to offer their church as headquarters for the protest movement, they must have known that they 

would be targeted for reprisal by white supremacists. In 1963, the same year as King’s March on Washington and 

his “I Have a Dream Speech,” the 16th St. Baptist church in Birmingham Alabama was bombed by the KKK and 

four young girls going to Sunday school on Sunday morning were killed. Many of the martyrs of the civil rights 

movement have become household names in American history, a great cloud of witnesses whose faith and courage 

are invoked for our current freedom struggles. But these four girls remain largely unnamed and unknown. Lest we 

forget them, I will name them here: Denise McNair, 11, Addy Mae Collins 14, Carol Robertson 14, and Cynthia 

Wesley 14. I am reading the Pulitzer Prize winning history of the civil rights movement written by Dr. Taylor 

Branch, a gifted historian and Presbyterian elder. Taylor Branch said that Birmingham was a case study in how God 

can bring good out of evil. Branch said that the witness of non-violence in Birmingham would become an 

international symbol of the movement rippling around the world unleashing miracles of freedom and hope.  

 

That very afternoon, we piled into our two vans and headed for Montgomery, the State Capitol of Alabama. Arriving 

there in the early evening, we found Montgomery to be a very attractive city. We watched the sun set down at the 

river front, got a good meal together and debriefed the first day as would be our practice.  The civil rights movement 

is considered by historians to have begun in 1955 in Montgomery when Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat in the 

“colored” section of a bus for a white passenger after the whites-only section of the bus was filled. Rosa Parks' 

witness of civil disobedience in the Jim Crow South inspired the black community to boycott the Montgomery buses 

for over a year, the first major direct action campaign of the civil rights movement. But this was not simply the 

impulse of a woman too tired to give up her seat on a bus. Rosa Parks was already becoming a leader in those early 

days of the civil rights movement. She had received training in non-violent direct action at the famous Highlander 

School for Social Change in the foothills of Eastern Tennessee. The Highlander Center is a social justice center, 

working on social, economic, and environmental justice movements in Appalachia and the South. They helped 

organize the Montgomery, Alabama  bus boycotts. 

 

(continued on page 3) 
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Our full day in Montgomery began as we walked through the corner from our hotel to the Legacy Museum. This 

museum is a dramatic presentation of the history of the Black struggle for freedom in America from the origins of 

slavery, to the  terrible time of lynching from reconstruction to the 1940’s.  But this museum is not about just the 

past but brings you to the present and the reality of mass incarceration of African Americans in our nation’s prisons.  

This sobering experience was a walk through American history from the perspective of African Americans and into 

the challenges of the present. I recommend it highly for anyone who cares about who we are as a nation founded on 

the idea of equality. This museum was the visionary creation of Bryan Stephenson, the author of the best-selling 

book Just Mercy. Stephenson is a lawyer advocate who founded the Equal Justice Initiative. Equal Justice Initiative 

defends so many prisoners who have been unjustly convicted of crimes they never committed or given sentences all 

out of proportion to their crimes. From the museum, we walked across downtown Montgomery to the National 

Memorial for Peace and Justice which is unlike anything I have ever seen. On a hilltop overlooking Montgomery is a 

shrine made up of countless hanging columns, each one dedicated to a county in the south with the names of African 

Americans who were lynched there. If you have been to the Holocaust museum in Washington. D.C., you can 

imagine the impact this has on those who are experiencing it.   

 

The next day we headed out for Selma less than one hour south of Montgomery. Our first stop would be Brown’s 

AME Chapel that was another one of the historic black churches that embraced the civil rights movement. Like 16th 

Street Baptist in Birmingham, Brown’s Chapel would become the launching pad for the civil rights protest 

movement in Selma.  Between poll taxes and written examinations, and of course the threat of violence, very few 

African Americans were registered to vote in Selma and across the state. To bring attention to this, King and the 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference decided to march from Selma to the State Capital in Montgomery. They 

left from Brown’s Chapel, marched through town and as they approached the Edmund Pettus Bridge spanning the 

Alabama River, they were attacked. Alabama State Patrol Troopers on horseback plowed into women and men on 

foot, billy clubs swinging wantonly. Back at Brown Chapel, church folk supporting the march heard the noise and 

began to see the wounded and bleeding marchers streaming back. State Highway Patrol Troopers on horseback rode 

up on the steps of the church. And violence from other whites continued throughout the night with gun shots being 

fired into the homes of that black neighborhood. This horrendous event became known as “Bloody Sunday.” Three 

weeks later, 20,000 marchers joined King on a triumphant march from Selma to Montgomery that became the 

catalyst for new voting rights legislation signed into law by President Johnson. We closed our day in Selma by 

walking on foot across the Edmund Pettus Bridge where the attack occurred on “Bloody Sunday.” As I stood on the 

Edmund Pettus Bridge, I prayed that God would help us build a bridge to a more hopeful future of racial justice and 

reconciliation.    

 

As we returned to Montgomery that afternoon, following the highway along which the march occurred, we stopped 

at a remote spot in the countryside to visit a shrine commemorating the murder of Viola Liuzzo. Viola was a young 

mother of five children from Michigan who had volunteered to provide support for the March. While she was driving 

others to Montgomery, a car full of Klansmen pulled alongside her and shot her, killing her instantly. As night began 

to fall we pulled into Montgomery aware that we had not made one stop that we had really hoped to make. This was 

to visit Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Dr. King’s church, which sits almost a stone’s throw from the state capitol. 

We pulled up beside to get a glimpse of the church never really thinking that anyone could still be there who could 

show us around. But then the doors opened and we were graciously invited in and given a lovely, inspiring tour of 

the church and its history. As we stood in Dr. King’s study and then entered the sanctuary and saw his pulpit, we 

realized again that Dr. King was simply a Christian pastor and preacher who was trying to be faithful to God’s call 

for justice and peace. All of us were profoundly grateful for this fitting end to our pilgrimage, and we committed 

ourselves to that same divine call to be faithful in our own small ways.    

 

Yours on the journey, 

Pastor Stuart 
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With a heart full of gratitude for all those who have made it possible, the wood framing that will be the bones of a 

home for women and children survivors of domestic violence will begin their knitting together on this day. Annie’s 

Hope Center for Growing and Healing is become more of reality with each nail being driven into the framework. 

 

Since its beginning with a vision in 2016 to have a safe place for women to live where they could experience a 

transformational healing to start over after a life of abuse, Annie’s Hope Center has worked diligently to raise needed 

funds to bring the vision to life. The visionary, Reverend Abby Catoe, knows firsthand the trauma of intimate partner 

violence and its aftermath.  

 

Hope Center will give women and children the resources needed over the extended time they live in the home. While 

most shelters only provide a stay of one-three months, residents at Annie’s Hope Center will stay for twelve-eighteen 

months. While there, women will have resources for whole-person healing as well as tools to help them become 

financially independent. The goal is to enable women to start anew and refrain from returning to another abusive 

relationship. (I wonder if keeping the Israelites wandering in the desert for forty years before entering the Promised 

Land was so that all that trauma of being enslaved would not be in that captive mindset as the people entered into 

their new land?) 

 

We still have a long road ahead; we are still in the desert wandering and working tirelessly to find the funding to 

complete the home. Once the framing is complete, funding will be needed for the work of installing the plumbing, 

electrical and heating systems. Then, of course, to put the finishing touches of siding, interior work, appliances and 

so on! Grants are very difficult to find and it has only been through the generosity of giving people in the community 

that we have made progress thus far. I know God will enable this ministry to continue on its course as it is with 

God’s blessing that it was begun. Your prayers and/or your contributions are needed to help see it to fruition. 

 

With gratitude and love, 

Rev. Abby Catoe 

 

P a g e  4  T h e  C o r n e r s t o n e  

A N N I E ’ S  H O P E  

C H R I S T M A S  O R N A M E N T  E X C H A N G E  

All ladies of Elkin Presbyterian Church are invited to the Ladies' 

Ornament Exchange on December 15, 2:30 p.m., at the church. Bring a 

wrapped ornament to swap, and something for our Big Red Tub 

donations to Tri-C, as we share holiday treats and cheer. Contact Claire 

Sellars or Dee Neil if you have any questions.  



C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  C A R E  C O M M I T T E E  

P R E S C H O O L  

The holiday season is upon us and EPCP is spreading the holiday cheer!  We recently mailed letters that our children 

made to troops serving overseas.  We hope that these drawings and words of gratitude will bring smiles to the faces 

of our brave men and women. 

Also this month, EPCP is holding a Blessing Box Food Drive!  We have set a goal for EPCP of 500...currently we 

are at 170 items!  If we meet our goal, we will be giving the children a special treat.  If you would like to donate to 

our food drive, we would greatly appreciate it.   

From EPCP, we wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year -- full of peace, love, family and good food! 

~Misty Cranford, Preschool Director 

Congregational Care is and has been working diligently.  One work day got most of the kitchen cleaned and 

organized and insulation added to outside bottom cabinets. One more work day will complete the project.   

We have begun the planning for the Hors d Oeuvre Candlelight Communion Meal. Members of the church will be 

contacted soon to help.  It takes a village or a congregation to make this event go smoothly.  

Families are invited to make an advent wreath on Wednesday, December 4, immediately after the Kirk night meal.  
Forms and candles will be provided.  If you have boxwood,  5 to 7-inch pieces are needed.  Other greenery may also 
be incorporated into the wreath.  We will have some greenery available.  See you there.   

This is a great committee.  Thanks to everyone who participates.  

~Brenda Miller, Chair 

 

 KIRK NIGHT MEALS - DECEMBER 

 

December 4: Grilled Chicken, Vegetables, Rice, Salad, Bread, Dessert, Beverage 

Catered by Mazzini’s 

December 11: Ham, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Coleslaw, Roll, Dessert, Beverage 

Catered by Mazzini’s 

December 18: Chicken Tenders, Mac & Cheese, Salad, Bread, Dessert, Beverage 

Catered by Mazzini’s 

 

Kirk Night Meals will resume on Wednesday, January 15, 2020. 
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M I S S I O N  C O M M I T T E E  

Advent Season 

The church has a traveling Creche if you would like to share it with your young children during the Advent season. 

Christmas Joy Offering 

Did you know that the Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s?   It 

celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, the truly “indescribable gift”.   Throughout this season of Advent, we will be 

learning more about this Presbyterian commitment through our weekly bulletin inserts and our minutes for mission. 

Just as our church leaders-past, present and future, have extended their gift of ministry to us, we give to the 

Christmas Joy Offering to show that God’s generosity is the source, the support and the outcome of our own 

generosity.  Our support for this special offering which can be received every Sunday through Dec. 24th is given to 

show our overflowing thanksgiving to church leaders-past, present and future.   

In addition to assisting our church leaders and their families in time of need, this special offering also supports 

higher learning for future leaders.  The Presbyterian Church (USA), with its historic commitment to higher learning, 

has long promoted education and leadership development through the establishment and support of Presbyterian-

related racial ethnic schools and colleges.  Our contribution this Advent season will help these ministries to 

continue. 

This 80 some year old Presbyterian commitment is in gratitude to God for the gift of Jesus, the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A) and to our congregation as we celebrate God’s presence with us by supporting those in need of help and 

hope.  Out of gratitude we give!  I’ll see you in a Minute for Mission.  

Epiphany 

Mark your calendars—Epiphany Dinner is Wednesday, January 8, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. in our fellowship hall. 

Epiphany is a time to take a look up, a look back and a look ahead.  Please join us for dinner and a program of 

celebration of this season of epiphany.  The star, the three wise men and beautiful music will be our focus of this 

evening.  Everyone is invited. There is no charge for our meal.  

~Karen Chandler, Co-Chair 

 

Food Drives 

Elkin Presbyterian Church has always been committed to holding food drives during the Holiday Season to help  

provide our neighbors who are struggling economically to buy food for their tables.  There is a growing concern 

among educators, not only in our elementary schools but also in our middle and high schools and our community 

colleges about food insecurity in families and what can be done to respond to this issue by helping to ensure that 

every child has enough to eat every day.  Let’s start now during this “season of giving” with filling our Tri-C Big 

Red Tub and Blessing Box Green Tub each week through the Advent Season and then through the new year by 

embracing the mission of following Jesus and helping to feed the hungry.  Much needed items are canned meat and 

vegetables, pasta, soup, beans (both canned and dried), rice, and staples such as flour, sugar and cornmeal.   

~Betty Holthouser, Co-Chair 

 
 



CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION  

DECEMBER 22, 2019  

5:00 PM  

P R O P E R T Y  C O M M I T T E E  

W O R S H I P  C O M M I T T E E  
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Greening project:  The fluorescent lights have been retrofit for LED lighting throughout our building!   Next we will 

obtain costs for lighting adjustments for the sanctuary as our large downlight and directional lighting is outdated and 

uses an enormous amount of wattage.  

Entrance door hardware:  A push bar for exiting the building will be added soon to our front entry doors.  We are 

waiting for final costs for the project, including installation and minor updates to the doors for themselves from the 

outside elements.  

Thanks to the Congregational Care team for installing insulation in the kitchen lower cabinets along the exterior  

wall!    

~Cynthia Douthit, Chair 

As Advent and Christmas approach, the Worship Committee is busy preparing for those seasons.  Anyone interested 

in joining us is welcome!  Decorating the church is scheduled for Saturday, November 30.  Please contact Michelle 

Kreh for details. 

~Michelle Kreh, Chair 
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E P C  C A L E N D A R : D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 9 / J A N U A R Y 2 0 2 0   
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Each Sunday: 9:45 a.m. - Sunday School / 11:00 a.m.  - Worship 

Wednesday Evening:  6:00 - Kirk Night Meal / 6: 30 - The Chancel Singers Choir Rehearsal / 6:30 - Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

6: 45 - “Open Heart, Open Mind, The Practice of Centering Prayer” Class * / 7:30 Kirk Choir Rehearsal 

(*First Wednesday night of each month, Special Interest Program following the Kirk Night Meal will be held.  

 All other Wednesday nights, the “Open Heart, Open Mind “ Prayer Class will be held.)                              
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Sunday, December 01: 

Sunday, December 08: 

 

Monday, December 09: 

Thursday, December 12: 

Sunday, December 15: 

Wednesday, December 18: 

Sunday, December 22: 

 

 

December 23-January 6: 

Tuesday & Wednesday, December 24 & 25: 

Before Sunday, December 28: 
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Wednesday, January 01: 

Sunday, January 05: 

Wednesday, January 08: 

Thursday, January 09: 

Saturday, January 11: 

Sunday, January 12: 

Monday, January 13: 

Wednesday, January 15: 

Sunday, January 19: 

Monday, January 20: 
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12:05 PM 

5:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

11:00 AM 

2:30 PM 

 

9:45 AM 

 

5: 00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:00 PM 

11:00 AM 

9:00 AM 

5:00 PM 

7:00 PM 

6:00 PM 
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First Sunday of Advent 

Congregational Meeting - Elect 2023 Class of Officers 

Session Meeting 

Evening Bible Study 

Morning Bible Study 

Ladies Christmas Ornament Exchange 

Last Kirk Night Activities until January 15, 2020 

Birthday Party for Jesus 

Christmas Joy Offering Received During Worship 

Candlelight Communion  - Lesson & Carols 

Christmas Holidays  (Elkin City  Schools & EPCP) 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ IƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ - hŶŎŜ /ƭƻǎŜŘ 

Take Down Christmas Tree &  Decorations 

 

bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ - hŶŎŜ /ƭƻǎŜŘ - bƻ YƛǊƪ bƛƎƘǘ !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ 

Two-cents-a-meal Offering 

Epiphany Dinner 

Morning Bible Study 

Class of 2023 Elders Training & Luncheon 

Session Meeting - Examination/Commitments - Class of 2023 

Evening Bible Study 

Kirk Night Activities Resume 

/ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлнл LƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴκhǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

aŀǊǝƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊ YƛƴƎΣ WǊΦ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ - hŶŎŜ /ƭƻǎŜŘ 

 

   


